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attack on its weakened garrison, made a forced march
to Conjeveram, which surrendered at the first summons.
The troops were too fatigued to continue their march
that day, but next morning they followed Rezza Sahib,
who was now known to be in full march on Arcot. At
sunset, when in sight of Caveripak, the column unex-
pectedly came into contact with the enemy, and was
greeted by a heavy fire from nine guns, which had been
posted in a thick mango grove some two hundred and
fifty yards to the right of the road. Olive, whose
presence of mind never forsook him, at once provided
for the safety of his baggage, and disposed his troops
for action. He ordered part of them to take cover in a
watercourse to the left of the road, and sent the re-
mainder to hold Eezza Sahib's cavalry in check on the
plain beyond. After two hours' desultory fighting by
moonlight, during which the English guns were almost
silenced by the superior fire of the enemy, Clive saw that
he must either gain possession of the guns in the grove or
retire. The French battery was protected in front by a
ditch and bank and supported by one hundred Europeans
and a large force of sepoys, but a sergeant who had been
sent forward to reconnoitre reported that the enemy were
eagerly watching the fight in front and had posted no
sentries behind the grove. Clive immediately ordered
a, detachment to attack the battery in rear, and for a
short distance accompanied its advance. On his return
he found that the men in the watercourse, discouraged
by his absence, were on the point of giving way, and it
was witlt some difficulty that he was able to rally them.
Soon afterwards the detachment, after narrowly escaping
detection, entered the grove and delivered a volley at